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COMMUNITY

By Garepaen Phetsawang

Wi ENGLISH ladies did & wopga

course in December at Koh Praiong or

Golden Budkdha Island just before the
tsunami hit the Andamon Coast, Aler they
heard about the devastation they came back
b the arca and stared helpmg local commu-
nities re-bunld and move on with their lives.
Lucy Dixon-Clarke, a project coondinntor
told the Phuket Posi, “Formunaiely for me [
was in Viemam when the tsunoma bt but |
still kept m touch with Bodhi Garrett who
sel up the organization. Then [ came back
Janpary o belp with emailing and omganising
dotiors, volunieers and counseling.™
Lucy said, “The Morth Andaman Coasi we
are working for is one of the worst hit ond
most dissdvantoged areas of people who
don't kave a lot of money like the Moken
[t's also a very beautiful ares. The Buddhisi,
Mustim and Moken communitics are all liv-
ing together very harmomously, which 15 a
greal lesson for other parts of the world.”

*That's the sorl of philosophy we have, An-
yihing that people want for themselves, we
Just see whether we can match their needs,
whiat we can provide, either through external
funding, providing education or workshops.™

“We have six permunent Thii stafl whio most-
Iy are from the areas so they are wonderful
comtacts and o great hink fo the community,
We have a rating number of volunieers who
come either for one, three or six months.”

“The Rotury Club of Palong Besch helps us
a ot and also the Samuoi Rodary, We work
very closely with the Chief District Officer
of Kuraburi District and Tambon Administra-
tron Crrpaniniions (OrBorTor) mall ditferend
e,

“We help to coordinaie other aid agencics so
wie make sure that we are nol duplicating and
people are not being missed ot We make
sure that everybody i& secved in the way thai
they want o be,™

Imatially the orgonization wos sef for the emer-
gency reliel with the fresh food delivery and
they also have worked with the other agen-
cies with medical care and general supports
for the different communities. She explained,
“Mow we are moving in the longer-term thing,
We are looking for the sustninable livelihood
and the pofentials for different tvpes of Lo
15m in the orea not the mass tourism but more
like adventure towrism, which can be run by
the commmunities there,”
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Lucy Dixon-Clarke and Rachel O'Gorman working towards self-sufficiency

“For example a teo-year training program
for people who are mierested 1n the aren and
wanl o actually operate toucist activities
for themselves rather than rely on big hotel
chains,”

*“There are probably around 60 programs now
operating because we work with seven difler-
cni willages in Suksamran in Ranong as well
o5 Kurabun Dhstrict in Phang Mo, We also
have & couple of community centers whera
those people can meet particularly for those
who don't have their real homes o live and
there are a lot of them who e stll warting
for their houses to ke rebuilt,”

Another project  coordmmetor,  Hoachel
O'Gorman from Ireland, who (s responsible
tor the boat model-making project ot Moken
village in Golden Buddha Island, explained
that the project started off very sumply by ask-
ing first if the people wanted to do somathing

One of the gentlemen in the Moken group is
un mritst. There are another =ix people inter-
estedd. He began wraining those people and we
provided them matenals to do that as well.
“After they had been training o litthe bil, we
then came back and began io boy ithe boais
that they were making so they could have the
turnover End meome, After four months they
hove improved dramatically.

The goal of the whole project iz w allow
them to do the busmess themselves and we
will step out. They have their own bank ac-
couni mow and we are just helpmg for the
markefing.”

5he went on to say that she has also been
working with o group of [adies in Basn Ta
lpe Mok. When they work together as a team,
they have n real potential o do business and
LAln an extra source of mcome.

“They are doing this while they wail for six
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mmoths for the fishing season and for their
boats to be repured.  I's a seasonal activ-
ity an the monsoon scason and they will do
fishing in the fishing season. This gives them
ingoame all year round.”

“They can get profits that are sufficient. It de-
pends what they want to do with the profits in
their own wiays and use their money in o way
that matches their interests.™

She ndded, “It may take a couple of years o
see what will happen to the Moken children
who will be older wnd graduste by the time
they will have to make n decision whether
going o sen and be Asherman like their par-
ents or trying 1o do something different.”

Before this the villagers sold the model boats
through souvenic shops o tourists bul now
ihey don't do thal anymore because it's low
season for tourists, Lucy, Rechel and ather
viludbeers are helping to do the marketing by
setting up certuin conneciions for them

“There 15 a tsunami giftshog in Khio Lak and
we supply them the handmade bost models
and soaps,” said Lucy, “We also bring the
members from the boat and soap groups o
the shop so they con come and do the sales
diractly,”

Lucy added, “The Princess’s foundation has
supporied us through the shops in Bangkok.
Omce we hove that conpection and there's
i permanent link, then the group con do i
themselves. They won'l need us 1o be ther
in the middle. This is just o system that we
can give them this time while they are focus-
mg on their own lives back topether such as
getting their new houses,”

“We try nod to put our own sdeas onlo any-
body because | don't believe that s good
comimunity development work. | had worked
i ASricn and the only way | have found that
things can be sustninable 15 when you really
listen o people and et them archive theirown
goals. People Enow what's best for them,™
The vrganceation 15 looking for voluniesrs
who can teach Basic English lessons, Some
of the commumiy members don’t resd or
wrile in Thai $0 Thai teachers who can make
lessons very good fun will really work well
with people individually, Contacts such as
gift shops and people who are happy to sell
their products would be a great help
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